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I. Amendments to the Claims 

1. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for alerting a motor 
vehicle operator that tension of a motor vehicle seat belt is within a 
predetermined range, and adapted to be fastened to the seat belt, th»B seat belt 
having a first and second web surface, the apparatus comprising: 

first and second members contacting the first web surface of the 

seat belt; 

a third member located between the first and second members and 
contacting the second web surface of the seat belt, the third member providing a 
response to the tension of the seat belt; 

a force sensing device coupled to the third member, the device 
being adapted to alert the operator when the response of the thiid member 
corresponds to the tension of the seat belt being within the predeterm ned range A 
wherein the first, second and third members co operate to form an S-C ip. 

2. (Original) The apparatus according to Claim 1, the force 
sensing device including an element adapted to sense a torsional load applied to 
in the third member, the torsional load being created in response to this tension of 
the seat belt. 

3. (Original) The apparatus according to Claim 2, the force 
sensing device including a printed circuit board in communicaticn with the 
element. 
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(Cancelled) 



5. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to Claim [[4]] 
1, wherein the S-clip forms a tooth to retain the seat belt. 

6. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to Claim [[4]] 
1, wherein the first member forms a first leg of the S-clip, the second member 
forms a second leg of the S-clip, the third member forms a center section of the 
S-clip. 

7. (Original) The apparatus according to Claim 1, the force 
sensing device including a light to provide a visual alert to the operator when the 
tension is within the predetermined range. 



8. (Original) The apparatus according to Claim 1, the force 
sensing device including a tone generator to provide an audible ;alert to the 
operator when the tension is within the predetermined range. 



9. (Currently Amended) The appara t us according to C l a i m 1 t An 
apparatus for alertino a motor vehicle operator that tension of a motor vehicle 
seat belt is within a predetermined range, and adapted to be fastenec to the seat 
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belt, the seat belt having a first and second web surface, the apparatus 
comprising: 

first and second members contacting t he first web surface of the 

seat belt; 

a third member located between the firs t and second members and 
contacting the second web surface of the seat belt, the th ird member providing a 
response to the tension of the seat belt; 

a force sensing device coupled to the third member. :he device 
being adapted to alert the operator when the res ponse of the third member 
corresponds to the tension of the seat belt being within the pred etermined range, 
the force sensing device including a manual input in communication with an 
integrated circuit to indicate when a reference tension is applied to the apparatus. 

10. (Original) The apparatus according to Claim 1, the force 
sensing device including a biasing member coupled to the third member. 

1 1 . (Original) The apparatus according to Claim 1 , wherein the third 
member is displaced in response to the tension in the seat belt 

12. (Original) The apparatus according to Claim 1, wherein the first 
member includes a roller for contacting the seat belt. 
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13. (Original) The apparatus according to Claim 1, wherein the third 
member is comprised of a pin assembly having a rounded head to contact the 
seat belt 

14. (Original) The apparatus according to Claim 1 , where n the third 
member includes a roller for contacting the seat belt. 

15. (Original) The apparatus according to Claim 1, wherein the first, 
second, and third members include rollers contacting the seat belt. 

16. (Cancelled) 

17. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to Claim 16, 
An apparatus for alerting a motor vehicle operator tha t tension of a motor vehicle 
seat belt is within a predetermined range, and adapted to be fastened to the seat 
belt, the seat belt having a first and second web surface, the apparatus 
comprising: 

first and second members contacting the first web surface of the 

seat belt; 

a third member located between the first and second me mbers and 
contacting the second web surface of the seat belt, the third member providing _a 
response to the tension of the seat belt 



<L R,NKa BRINKS HOFER OILSON & LIONE 
PO Box 10395 

bliohb Chicago, IL 60610 



PAGE 6/14 1 RCVD AT 2/8/2006 3:08:14 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:llSPTO-EFXRF-6/29 ■ DNlS:2738300 * CSID:17349946331 1 DURATION (mm-ss):02-32 



BEST AVAILABLE COPY 

0 2/0&/200 6 16:08 FAX 17349946331 BRINKS , HOFER . ET AL ©007 



Appln. No. 10/646,276 Attorney Docket No. 11721-032 

g_ force sensing device coupled to the third mgmher, the device 
being adapted to alert the operator when the respo nse of the thini member 
corresponds to the tension of the seat belt being within the predetermined range, 
wherein the force sensing device includes a visual indi cator to alert the operator 
when the third member is displaced corresponding to a tension of this se at belt 
within the predetermined range, the visual indicator including a scale 
corresponding to a plurality of tension conditions. 

18. (Original) The apparatus according to Claim 1 , wherein the first 
second, and third member are oriented in an S shaped configuration. 



19. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for alerting an operator a 
tension of a seat belt is within a predetermined range, the seat belt having a first 
and second web surface, the apparatus comprising: 

a first member contacting the first web surface of the seat belt; 

a second member contacting the first web surface of the seat belt; 

a third member located between the first and second mombers and 
contacting the second web surface of the seat belt, the third member having a 
response to a tension in the seat belt; 

a device coupled to the third member, the device being adapted to 
alert an operator when the response of the third member corresponds to the 
tension of the seat belt being within the predetermined range, the device 
including an element adapted to sense a torsional load in the third member, the 
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torsion being created in response to the tension of the seat belt, where n the first, 
second, and third members cooperate to form an S-Clip. 

20. (Cancelled) 

21- (Original) The apparatus according to Claim 20, whe'ein the S- 
clip has a tooth to retain the seat belt. 

22. (Original) The apparatus according to Claim 20 wheruin the first 
member includes a first leg of the S-clip, the second member includes a second 
leg of the S-clip, the third member includes a center section of the S-cl p. 

23. (Original) The apparatus according to Claim 20, the device 
including a printed circuit board in communication with the element. 

24. (Original) The apparatus according to Claim 20, the device 
including a light to provide a visual alert to the operator when the tension is within 
the predetermined range. 

25. (Original) The apparatus according to Claim 20, the device 
including a tone generator to provide an audible alert to the operator when the 
tension is within the predetermined range. 
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26. (Original) The apparatus according to Claim 20, tie device 
including a manual input to indicate when a reference tension is applied to the 
apparatus. 

27. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for alerting an operator a 
tension of a seat belt is within a predetermined range, the seat belt having a first 
and second web surface, the apparatus comprising: 

a first member contacting the first web surface of the sea*: belt; 

a second member contacting the first web surface of the seat belt; 

a third member located between the first and second members and 
contacting the second web surface of the seat belt, the third menber being 
displaced in response to a tension in the seat belt; 

a device coupled to the third member, the device being adapted to 
alert an operator when the displacement of the third member corresponds to the 
tension of the seat belt being within the predetermined range, the device 
Including a visual indicator to alert the operator when the third member is 
displaced a distance corresponding to a tension " f the seat belt within the_ 
predetermined range, the visual indicator in cluding a scale corresponding to a 
plurality of tension conditions. 



28. (Original) The apparatus according to Claim 27, the device 
including a biasing member coupled to the third member. 
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29. (Original) The apparatus according to Claim 27, wherein the 
biasing member biases the third member against the seat belt. 

30. (Original) The apparatus according to Claim 27, wierein the 
first member includes a roller for contacting the seat belt. 

31. (Original) The apparatus according to Claim 27, wherein the 
third member includes a rounded head to contact the seat belt 

32. (Original) The apparatus according to Claim 27, therein the 
third member includes a roller for contacting the seat belt. 

33. (Original) The apparatus according to Claim 27, wherein the 
first, second, and third members include rollers. 

34-35, (Cancelled) 



BRINKS HOFER GILSON & LIONE 
££f£ PO Box 10395 
uiqne Chicago, il 60610 



PAGE 10/14 1 RCVD AT 2/8/2006 3:08:14 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 1 SVR:USPTMFXRF-6I29 * DN!S:2738300 * CSID:17349d46331 * DURATION (mm-ss):02-32 



